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Briercliffe with Extwistle Parish Council
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs] Thursday 5th February  2026 at 7.30pm at Briercliffe Community Centre. 

Present: Councillors, Roger Frost(Chair),Pippa Lishman (Vice Chair), Mchael Greenwood, Gordon Lishman, Carrie Halstead. 
In Attendance: 7x Members of the Public, C.Cllr Mark Poulton. Parish Lengthsman,  R Greenwood (Clerk)  

	[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The Chair opened and welcomed all to the meeting members and the public were informed that the meeting was being recorded for training and accuracy purposes. 

	
	Actions by Clerk
	Cllr Support

	25/26/0522Apologies for absence

	Apologies were received from PCSO Hudson. Sammy Philips, Emma Phillips and Bobbie Burton. 
	
	

	25/26/0523 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

	No Councillor declared a Pecuniary Interest, but Cllr. Frost declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning. 

	
	

	25/26/0524 Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings.

	The minutes of the meetings in January  2026 were accepted and signed as a true record. 

	
	

	25/26/0525  Matters outstanding from the previous Minutes

	.
There are no matters outstanding from previous minutes. 
	
	



	25/26/0526 Formally adjourn for Public Questions. 

	Question One, 
Is the Lengthsman responsible for the weed spraying from the former Nursery all the way up to the spar. The weeds are terrible.  Answer Borough Councillor Gordon Lishman will take this up with Burnley Borough Council. 

Question Two, 
Can the parish have another zebra crossing on Burnley Road? Answer – this has been requested previously but was rejected as the footpath was too narrow to safely stand to cross on. This was referred to County Councillor Mark Poulton to take up with LCC. 

Question Three, 
Women in the parish are not feeling safe given the recent and repeated incidence of a male exposing himself and being lewd with lone females. A request was made that the Police were asked for a full statement as this is the same male that was reported in April 2025. Answer the clerk will write to Nelson Neighbourhood and ask for a statement which will be put onto the parish councils social media, website and be included in the minutes of the next meeting under Matters Arising. 

Question Four. 
Why can Briercliffe not have a Police Officer rather than a PCSO. Answer – the clerk to write and formally ask for more policing in the area. The public do need to each report every incident as without Briercliffe being designated a Police hotspot we will not get Officers targeting the area. 



	
	

	25/26/0527 Planning Working Group 

	The following planning applications were received, circulated and  reviewed:-

Saxifield Street -  no objections raised by the neighbours therefore the parish council has no objections. 

361 Briercliffe Road – no objections raised by the neighbours therefore the parish council have raised no objections. 


PA/2026/0045Heasandford Industrial Estate, Waste Transfer Site – each member of the parish council has been asked to submit their comments and concerns to Cllr Frost by the 15th February and he will respond to planning accordingly. 

Calderdale Energy Park – a small victory has been gained by opponents to the  Calderdale Energy Park with the application for 41 turbines being reduced to 34 and the removal of the BESS storage from the application. 

	
	

	25/26/0528 Communication Working Group
	
	

	The notice boards that have been applied for by the Ward Opportunities Fund are to be sited at Duke Street Gardens and Delemere Road substation. proposed PL, seconded CH All in favour. Needed now is the funding for installation and to gain Burnley Borough Councils permission to install. It was resolved to install the notice boards at these locations. 

Facebook, Councillor Halstead has offered to become an admin on the Facebook Site. Proposed PL, seconded GL all in favour. It was resolved that Cllr Halstead become Facebook admin. 

	
	

	25/26/0529 Contractor Working Group 

	The Lengthsman has completed works on the Woodland Walk, the allotments, parish work including hedges and grass works. 

The borough council announced that they would be installing notice boards on Crossdale and Sutton Ave, although these will not be parish council boards it was hoped that the parish council will add items to them. 

	
	

	25/26/0530 Allotment working Group
	
	

	A Question was asked about the division of the water bill. Answer the water bill is invoiced to tenants a year after it has been paid. Questions were asked regarding the policy wording that water be divided by those with direct access to water. This was answered that all tenants have direct access to water via hosepipes or taps installed on their plots. All tenants therefore take a share of the previous years water bill. 

Waiting list. 
·         
Total of 12 waiting (inc 5 on hold) - 1 livery, 7 allotment, 4 pens
 additional 8 out of area -  1 livery, 5 allotment, 2 pens
 
 Terminations / Deposit info – none since last report (1 pending)
 
Allocations – none since last report (1 offered, pending)


There has not been a meeting of the Allotment Committee. 

Complaint about rats and compost bins. Lengthsman reported that waste  is piled up at the side of the bin. 

Questions were asked about the publishing of the waiting list. Questions were asked if residents requesting allotments got first opinion on allotments over non-residents. This was answered that yes residents got preference over non-residents. 

The parish council  received a request to dispose of statutory allotment land (An Allotment Pen) to lease it to a neighbouring landowner. 
To fulfil our legal obligation, we completed the  paperwork to progress stages of this request.
The National Allotment Society (NAS) considers that the statutory requirements of Section 8 of the Allotments Act 1925 have not been met. 
(The plot is not surplus to requirements, with high occupancy and a long-standing waiting list, and no alternative allotment provision has been secured.)
The neighbouring landowner had stated that there were in place historic lease arrangements but these were found to be  unsupported by minutes, legal documents and by a paper trail at NAS
 The NAS therefore is strongly opposed and  will not support this application going forward. 
It was proposed that the parish council do not go forward with this disposal. Proposed PL, seconded GL All in favour. It was resolved not to move forward with the disposal. The Chair and Allotment Lead to write to the Landowner. 

	
	

	25/26/0531 Garage working Group
	
	

	There is one empty garage on the Turning Circle. A new tenant is being signed up this month. 

The repairs on garage G3 have been completed. 

The parish council is to apply to the Public Works Loan Board for a loan to purchase 9 new containers. Questions were asked around what the Containers could be used for and what could and could not be stored within took place. Questions were asked by councillors regarding the financial implications of the loan.  Proposed MG, seconded by GL It was resolved in principle  to seek the Secretary of State’s approval for the borrowing via PWLB. 

The garage and allotment monies are currently paid into the Natwest account ending 833,  following the resolution to split these accounts there will be a second account at Natwest holding the Garage money. 

	
	

	25/26/0532 Projects Working Group
	
	

	Community Planting – Cllr Halstead presented the idea of Community Planting.  Questions were asked if the public could join this project, the answer was yes volunteers would be most welcome. The  Borough Council have previously seeded areas with wildflower seeds, this was very successful and could form part of the Community Planting Project. 

	
	

	25/26/0533 Policies Working Group

	The Councillor Induction Policy consists of LALC presentation for new councillors, the NALC guidance for new councillors, an introduction sheet of members of Briercliffe parish council and what leads they have. Part of the induction will be for new councillors to attend LALC online training with provision made in the budget for next year to accommodate this. 

	
	

	25/26/0534 Staffing Working Group

	No report received. 
	
	

	25/26/0535 Woodland Walk Committee

	
The parish council now has a felling licence for the trees in the Woodland Walk. This has been issued from the 14th February to the 31st March 2026.  There is to be felling of trees with Ash Dieback, around 30 trees are to be felled, there is to be a replanting scheme to replace felled trees but not with Ash trees. The diseased trees must not be allowed to go into leaf. 

To facilitate the work, Cllr Greenwood is to publish,  by the 13th February 2026,  on social media, the website and via signs a schedule of works, as the Woodland Walk will have to be closed during the undertaking of the felling and the public need to be aware of what is happening. 

The proposal is, 
1. To close the Woodland Walk to undertake the works, this on health and safety grounds. 
2. to authorising of the  spend of the cost of signs and the Lengthsman’s time. 
3. To fell the   trees to prevent them coming into leaf, on both sides of the walk, a total  of 30 trees. 
4. To complete the work for the 31st March 2026
Proposed by GL and seconded by RF, All in favour.  It was resolved to close the Woodland Walk from 14th Feb to 31st March to undertake essential works. 

The future potential projects for the Woodland Walk were discussed with ideas such as the planting of a larger Christmas tree, the planting of memorial trees or the creation of a memorial woodland. The planting of trees on the land adjacent to the tip and across the tip to stabilise the land. Grant funding would be needed for any of these projects. 


	
	

	25/26/0536 Police Report
	
	

	The report is tabled below.   
	
	

	25/26/0537  County Councillors Report

	The report from C.Cllr Mark Poulton is tabled below. 
	
	

	25/26/0538 Borough Councils Report

	The report from the Borough Councillors is tabled below. 

	
	

	25/26/0539 Community Centre Report

	The report is tabled below. 
There was a request that a member of the parish council attend the meetings of BCCA,  Cllr Frost attends as Hon Secretary, Cllr Pippa Lishman will also attend as a member.  
	
	

	25/26/0540 Other Organisations Written Reports

	No reports were received. 
	
	

	25/26/0541 Finance
	
	

	The income and expenditure is tabled below. 
No new bank statement had been received up to 5th February

	
	

	25/26/0542 Recruitment of new members to the parish council
	
	

	The clerk is to email those wishing to join the parish council offering them an interview date of the 12th February
 
	
	

	25/26/0543 Devolution. 

	Community Assets – the clerk to write to Burnley Borough Councils Chief Executive to formally ask them to organise a meeting of all borough town and parish councils to talk about asset transfers. 

The Secretary of State has announced there are not to be elections on the 4th May 2026. There are to be parish elections and this has a financial implication for the parish council of approximately £8000

	
	

	25/26/0544 Clerks Report
	
	

	In addition to general admin, duties this month have included:-

Meeting with the legal team at National Allotment Society. 
Dealing with public enquiries for the allotments
Meeting with the archivist, the staffing committee, the Chair and the Garages Lead re the PWLB. 
4 Trips to the bank 


	
	

	25/26/0545 Archivist and Briercliffe Project

	The archivist continues to digitise the historical records of the parish council.  She has created two articles for inclusion in the next newsletter. She was thanked for her work. 
There is to be a Briercliffe Project showcasing the work of the archivist and supported by items and documents collected by Cllr Frost. This is pencilled in for September 2026 and will be for the public to peruse the articles and items and also an opportunity for them to share their stories of Briercliffe.  Volunteers were requested for this. It will be a large project and it may be funded in part by the Briercliffe Society for £1000 but no cost to the parish council. 
	
	

	25/26/0546 Dates of the next meetings. 

	· Mar 5th 2026 
· Apr 2th 2026
· May 14th  2026 (and Annual meeting)
	
	



Police Report 
	BRIERCLIFFE AREA  1st January – 1st February 2026

	

	INCIDENTS REPORTED - 81

	
	

	NO
	TYPE OF INCIDENT
	LOCATION
	DETAILS

	

	
2


	
Burglary
	
 
Grassington Drive 

Camp Street

	
No access gained but damage to rear doors to attempt to gain entry.

Not as reported, not a burglary

	
3
	
Criminal damage

	
Widow Hill Road 

Queen Street 

Cuerdale Street 

	 
 Offender sprays product into the lock on the doors causing damage. 

Isolated incident which occurred in the home address

Offender kicking at the front door. 

	
1
	
Theft  
	 
Queen Street 

	 
Theft of coat.

	
3




0
	 
Vehicle crime 




Theft of vehicle

	
Todmorden Road Briercliffe

Cuerdale Street

Cuerdale Street 
 

	
  Items taken from within a vehicle 

Tyres on vehicle damaged

Smashed passenger window and items taken from within. 

	
3
	
Nuisance

	 
 Parker Street x2

Towneley Street 



	
Isolated incidents 

Neighbour issue. 

	

	
Many thanks Jody Hudson PCSO 7738.



County Councillor Mark Poultons report. 
Highways
· SID (Speed indicator Device) erected and working Halifax Road Lane Bottom.
· Todmorden Road flooding and potholes, agreed temporary repairs to be carried out until the flooding issue can be resolved. Permanent pothole repairs to follow. 
· Halifax road patching and repairs carried out, initial advice and information on works date and closures incorrect.
· Tennyson Street footpath reinstatement after sub-standard repairs down as completed (needs checking)
· Burnley Road potholes reported for repairs
Planning
· One highway application, Saxifield Street no objections sent to clerk

AOB
· Top of Milton Street resident reported a build up of household waste against the gable end reported to Street Scene for actioning
· Private land Milton Street, owner has left a mess after chopping all trees down some are stacked against a resident's property Street Scene confirmed no laws available, effectively clear a messy garden. 
· Residents complain about dog fouling around the village shops I have spoken with Street Scene and agreed WHO DUNIT educational posters to be erected around the worst areas. 
· Fly tipping allotments, vehicle owner known, despite a lot of evidence this won't be going forward for prosecution at this stage due to undisclosable factors. 
Burnley Borough Councillors Report 
1. An application for the Waste Transfer Station at Heasandford has been published with consultation details. Work is currently focusing on the highway requirements with LCC. These are minor developments to the entrance area from the highway to the site. These access works will be undertaken in March/April 2026.  The planned completion date for both the transfer of the depot and the fully operational Waste Transfer Station is 1 April 2027.

2. Most of what we have been doing for the last month is simply the usual stuff: fly-tipping, bins not emptied, backyards, NO canisters, inconsiderate parking, personal planning and bad neighbour issues, which have been addressed in the usual way through the Council.  We note problems when we are out and about in the ward and people get in touch about problems.  As usual, our contact details are at the bottom of this report. We attach a note for general information at the end of this report about the Council’s action on fly-tipping.

3. As the Parish Council knows, we are considering the expenditure which the Councillors can recommend for spending from the Ward Opportunities Fund allocated to Briercliffe.  We said last time that we would be interested in a proposal from the Parish Council for a couple of extra noticeboards at appropriate, agreed sites in the parish.  We understand that the Parish Council would welcome these, but the sites should be identified tonight if the application is to be made.  We have considered a grant to the Parish Council for a couple of tons of grit for the Parish Council’s use, but would welcome confirmation that this would be helpful.  We have identified other prospective uses for grants, but we are still open to suggestions.

4. Burnley Council is organising a series of recycling events, starting with engagement days at Tesco and Asda. These events create valuable opportunities to speak directly with residents about recycling practices.  Streetscene can answer questions and provide practical advice on the spot. They collected approximately 800 Christmas Trees after Christmas.

5. We welcome the recent re-surfacing work on Halifax Road at Lane Bottom although we are not sure it was the highest priority for that work and the advance information could have been better.

6. We have also been concentrating on our mainstream Council duties: Anne Kelly, as Chair of the Licensing Committee, has been chairing taxi hearings and closing down a nightclub. Maggie Lishman is concentrating on preparing the Council’s budget for next year and yesterday presented the annual increases in fees and charges for Council services, keeping most increases at 2%, which is below inflation and with a few nil increases, including for parking in the town.
7. The bridge on the bridleway down Netherwood was in very poor condition. Pippa Lishman reported and got it fixed.
 



Streetscene Enforcement Update Report
As we know, tackling fly tipping robustly is a key priority for the Executive. Having dedicated additional resources in the Budget in 2025, I am pleased to update that the remote CCTV trailer that has been purchased with the extra resources has been thoroughly tested within the borough and will be deployed to flytipping hotspots, as a deterrent throughout 2026.
Continued investigations by officers led to the seizure of another van in relation to an ongoing investigation involving at least 2 instances of fly-tipping on public land in our borough.
Council Officers spent half a day with the Police carrying out illegal waste carrier stop and searches on any vans, pick-ups, trailers etc. Vehicles were stopped and all had relevant waste carriers' licenses. These events are successful and further events will be done early this year.
Burnley Council alongside Calico, the Police and the DVLA carried out a 'Bin the Banger' event, giving us the opportunity to remove untaxed vehicles from the streets. A total of 15 vehicles were taken.  The event was extremely successful, as it helped Council Officers and Calico target specific areas to deal with nuisance vehicles which were caused resident complaints.
Streetscene Enforcement currently have 47 cases progressing through the court system awaiting prosecution. Officers continue to investigate all reported incidents of fly-tipping, side waste issues, and dog-related complaints across the Borough.
Intelligence from residents and Members is proving invaluable for evidence gathering, particularly in cases of fly- tipping and dog fouling. Members and the public are encouraged to report incidents, especially those with supporting intelligence on the Council website under “Report Environmental Problems”.


 Community Centre Report 
The Community Centre held its Annual General meeting on 29th January. All the officers and committee members were reelected and Bobbi Burton was welcomed as a new member and as Deputy Booking Agent. 
The annual accounts for 2025 are finished and with the auditor. We are working on Online Banking for the future. 
The gas check was completed at the beginning of January with no problems. Electricity check due in March. 
The Chair met with representatives from Lancashire Fire and Rescue last week to discuss fire safety. We passed with flying colours although there was discussion around the need for extinguishers. They say that nobody untrained should use them and that the message is ‘Get out, Stay Out and call 999’ in case of a fire.  
The main discussion was about the need to increase revenue. While not wanting to increase rent to Community users it was acknowledged that we must raise extra money to pay our ground rent. We have recently added some regular NHS bookings which are bringing in some good income. Bobbi has designed a Facebook page and shared it widely, to which we have had a really good response and are contacting people with ideas for new groups and events. She also posts a weekly diary of events for information. 
We have planning permission to rent out car parking places on the new area and have sent out flyers to nearby residents to gauge interest. We have ordered signage and would have to mark out places if there is enough interest. Places would be individually designated and marked out and each vehicle would have a sign to hang in the window. We have suggested 10 places at £10 per month on a 6-month contract renewable 6 monthly.  
As the PC are ultimately responsible for the centre we would like a representative to attend our meetings and become a member of the Committee. 
Finance income and expenditure. 
	
	
	
	

	Income 
	General a/c 921
	Allotment a/c 833
	

	Allotment Gate Key
	
	10.00
	

	BCCA invoice
	60.00
	
	

	Advert 
	30.00
	
	

	Sumup Gate Key
	
	9.98
	

	
	90.00
	19.98
	



	Expenditure 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Cheque no
	General a/c 
	Allotment a/c

	Croner 
	Reissue of 2082/2086
	
	2095
	198.80
	

	Garage 
	Tenant
	
	170
	
	270.00

	GH Services
	Reissue of chq 162
	
	171
	
	94.00

	BPS
	Allotment Tap repair
	
	172
	
	26.00

	Clerk Salary
	Month 10 
	
	173
	
	720.20

	HMRC
	Clerk NIC 
	
	174
	
	43.80

	Lanlee
	Fence Repair on Rec
	
	2096
	200.52
	

	HMRC
	Employers NIC
	
	2097
	52.05
	

	Croner 
	HR Services
	
	2098
	146.35
	

	Lengthsman
	Burton Gardens
	
	2099
	554.00
	

	Lengthsman
	Burton Gardens
	
	175
	
	484.75

	allotments
	Howarth Timber
	
	176
	
	58.54

	
	
	
	
	1151.72
	1697.29
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